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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 14th of November 2017 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Jean Chandler  (JC) :` Co-opted member 

Dave McCandless (DM) : WoH PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives TC representative 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from  Lesley Craig, Eda McPherson, Andy Street, Noel Baker and Julie Dew. 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 12th  September 2017 
 

ML noted that Eda McPherson’s apologies were not recorded in the minutes. 
 

     JN proposed to accept the minutes:   All in favour. 
 
       

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Trucam Letter to ACC:  
 
OM reported that he had sent a letter to Assistant Chief Constable Dan Vajzovic and had received a holding 
response from Sharon Ellaway. She had passed the letter to Inspector Jamie Langwith and asked him to 
reply because ACC Vajzovic was away. To date nothing had been received from Inspector Langwith. 
 

Action:  Send copy of the response to DM. 
Action: RSC to respond as well.   



CS said he would also to go to the PCC meeting to follow this up. 
AB  said that James Sutherland from Cambs police  is very innovative and thinks there is no reason why we 
can’t use Trucam. The task has already been  given to someone else to write a report so we need to wait 
until this is published. AB will chase this. He also brought up the dashcam issue. 

 
Somersham Road signs:    
ML reported that new permanent signs for Envar will be put up. There will also be a new entrance. So 
there will be no exit at the Heath for HCV traffic. 
 
Finance Report:   
JC said that there was an error in the Financial Statement and it is £150 owed to OM for his honorarium 
and not £50 as reported.  
 

4. Correspondence 
 

There has been some email correspondence between Julie Dew, Cllr Bates and the RSC concerning signage 
near the Guided Busway in St. Ives.  At the RSC meeting in July this year Julie Dew from Hemingford Grey 
PC had raised the issue of the danger of stationary traffic as you approach the guided busway crossing, in 
the direction to St Ives from the A14. Because of the bend in the road,  drivers can come upon the queues 
very suddenly and without warning. JD thought that there should be some ‘queues likely’ signs to alert 
drivers to the potential danger. 
 

ML had attended the Highways Open Day on October 3rd  and had  asked the Projects Team about it.  
Sharon Piper said it would cost between £300-£400 so it may be  better for this to be funded by the PC 
than an LHI bid . ML had also spoken to Brian Murdoch the Highways Officer responsible  for this stretch of 
the road. He was under the impression there was already a sign but Google maps showed him there 
wasn't and he would not object to one as he agreed it would be helpful.  
 
Following further correspondence,  Cllr Bates from Cambs CC advised approaching the Town Council with a 
proposal to commission a Road Safety Audit. 
 
Action: The committee agreed to support the proposal for the sign.  

Action: OM to inform JD that we have discussed and approved this.  
 

AB:  Didn’t think it would be passed unless there is evidence of accidents at this spot.  
 

5. Speeding Reports 
 

DM presented the latest speeding statistics from Community Roadwatch. These show that there is a 
consistent  rate of about 30% of  traffic speeding throughout the area. CSW had recorded an 85mph in a 
30mph zone . There is also really bad speeding in Fenton. Children are crossing at a spot where there are 
no footpaths and there is a  blind bend.  CSW are sponsoring a sign saying “pedestrians in the road”.  
Dalrod Ltd have put £150 towards this. A motorbike was recorded at 100mph here.  There is a need for a 
Trucam at this location  because there is no space for a camera van to operate. We are also challenging 
the juggernauts who are using the ‘B’ road rather than the A141.  
 
Somersham are getting their own SID. Other villages are also interested.  The data logger is showing that 
speeds are being pacified by SIDs. Dorset has proved that there is a cumulative positive effect when peer 
pressure kicks in. So SIDs must be placed intelligently where other people can see them.  
One of the worst places is in Colne itself through the traffic calming. The pinch point  actually encourages 
speeding as drivers try to make it through.  It’s also creating more of a pollution problem. 
 
 



JN: They also obstruct some business entrances.  
 
CRW have acquired funding for a data logger for the Ramsey area.  They have also applied to the A14 
Community Fund  for  money for SIDs and loggers.  CRW should be rich in equipment quite soon.  
 
The Roadwatch speeding statistics are appended to these minutes. 

 
6. UK Accident Statistics 
 
The late published national figures for 2016 show a 4% increase in fatalities over 2015. However, there is 
some confusion over KSI numbers because of changes to reporting practices.  Half of all police forces now 
use the CRASH system which is more rigorous in assigning serious injury. The report states that this leads 
to 5% to 15% increase in serious category injuries being recorded. 
 
However, Cambridgeshire  figures show something rather more serious. A 30% increase in fatalities and a 

25% increase in serious injuries. There was also an article in the Hunts Post on October 13th reporting the 
Fire Service claim that KSI stats had increased by 33% in one year.  
 
OM  had received some updated numbers from CCC. These compare the year to May 2017 with the 
preceding 12 month period. These show an increase in KSI of 44%.  Cambs police adopted the CRASH 
system in May 2016 so there is exactly a year’s worth of data using the new scheme. But if the actual 
increase is 44% it is clearly far more than can be attributed to the new classification system.  
 
Action: Circulate the stats from CCC. 

 

7. . Review of Watching Items 
 

Item 4 Wheatsheaf junction:  
        

AS had some conversations recently about the Wheatsheaf junction and received the following from Derek 
Crosby in response to the suggestion for a 40MPH limit at this spot. 

 

From: CROSBY, Derek 6760 [mailto:derek.crosby@cambs.pnn.police.uk]  

Sent: 23 October 2017 13:01 

 

Subject:  

  

Gentlemen, 

In my view, to place a 40 mph restriction on the B1040 at this location as a standalone proposal will have very little, 

if any effect at all unless the road/highway environment is altered in some way to render it conducive to what is 

being applied. To do so I surmise will immediately bring about an enforcement issue and also a safety matter if 

compliance is not achieved. E.g. an expectation that 40 is being obeyed when in fact it is not – then emerging having 

misjudged the speed/distance. 

Rather, enhancement of the junction by engineering, lining and signing is far more likely to have a greater impact. 

One might also consider solar powered Vehicle Actuated Signs (VAS) on the B1040 either side of the crossroads. 

I notice there have been 9 collisions in the last 3 years (from the data I have to hand) and have asked the question of 

CCC Safety Team if they are looking at the location as a cluster site. Further, I have asked for the stats19 causation 

factors to see if that would help. 

I think this is something of a work in progress and if I get any further news I’ll let you know. 

In the meantime, if you would like to discuss further, please get in touch. 

Regards  

Derek Crosby 6760 

Traffic Management Officer – Cambridgeshire 

 



Action: OM to forward the email to ML for further action. 
ML said that  CllrJohn Eddy always wanted a roundabout here.  
 

 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  
JN:  LHI bid passed but without having seen the updated version.  
The planners at Huntingdonshire DC  want more social housing for the Minnaars site . But if we have more 
social housing we lose the relief road funding. 

 
Item 6. Low Road:  
CS said he was not sure that the Vindis site will actually get developed.  

 
Item 14. Lloyds Chemist and Station Road 
 

CS: This name of  this item should be changed to parking outside the Corn Exchange. It is not Lloyds 
Chemist. 
ML: The problem is that Highways say the Town Council  haven’t applied for the ‘no stopping’ on the 
grounds there is no enforcement.  
CS: It is a chicken and egg situation.  
JC: Activities taking place in the Corn Exchange complicate this issue. It will cause difficulties if people 

can’t park here at all. Cars are also starting to park along Crown Street.  
AS (by email) : He recently highlighted the problem of parking outside the Corn Exchange in a piece for 
the St. Ives Bridge magazine, it was accompanied by  a nice photo of a fire engine getting stuck. 

 
Item 31: Hill Rise , Houghton Road:   
 
PS: There are 2 main concerns.  There can be a long wait for children crossing the road  at the lights and 
children may get pushed off the kerb due to crowding.  Drivers are also jumping the lights on occasion. 
JC: We asked for a CCTV camera.  
OM: We can try the school again to see if there is a problem.  
JC: It needs a barrier at this point. 
 
Item 49: Morrisons:   
 
It is scheduled to open in February 2018.  No need to do anything about this just yet. 
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting: 

 
PS: The problem is very noticeable at this time of year. There are many places where it is difficult to pass. 
The cycle path in Needingworth is virtually impassable due to overhanging vegetation. 
 
JN: They are very proactive in Earith and they contact households to cut their vegetation. If they don’t do 
so the PC  get a contractor to do it and send the bill to the homeowner. 

       
      Item 51: Meadow Lane Junction: No Change. 

 
Item 52: Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 
 
DM: The PC have raised the money for the TRO and will meet with the Houghton and Wyton PC to set up 
a joint committee. The plan is for a 50 mph zone to the lampposts then 40mph across the Wyton 
roundabout. Then 40mph to where the existing 50mph stops.  
 
Most HCVs have trackers these days and they are monitored. You are therefore able to reduce speeds just 
by imposing them. 
 
Item 53: Cromwell Place:   



CS said he had received no response from St. Ives TC. 
Action:  PS to pursue this. 

 

8. Reports from members 
 
PS: Problem with parking at Kings Hedges. Chestnut Road is getting dangerous. It’s on a bend and drivers 
can’t see round it. It needs a short bit of no parking to allow a short ‘duck in’ point. This is an issue for a TC 
meeting. 
(JC: Agreed with this. It is actually illegal to park within 10 metres of a bend. )  
CS: Learned recently from an attendant at the car park that HDC are re-considering decriminalisation of 
parking and then using their staff to enforce parking. There is a report on parking on the TC website. 
 
AB, Hilton:   
 
The A14 work is ahead of schedule. The flyover will be completed by March. 
 
CS, Fenstanton:  
There is a serious problem being caused by construction traffic for the A14. Verges are being seriously 
damaged and when it rains people can’t see how deep the potholes are. (DM have we managed to find out 
what is the definition of construction traffic?)  

 
ML, Chair:  
Bluntisham cycle path is finally going ahead. There will be a refuge put in the middle of road at the garage 
and the road will be widened. 
She had also received an email from Steve Criswell regarding the speed limit change. There is a proposed 
reduction from 40mph to 30mph on the A1123 through Bluntisham. The change would coincide with the 
completion of the cycle way project. The proposed new limits are shown in the diagram which is appended 
to these minutes. 
 

DM, Wyton on the Hill  
 
We should approach the Town Council about making parking legal along Shakespeare Road which is 
behind Thorndown.    
 
JC, Co-opted:  
There is a big problem with cars parking on grass verges in St. Ives. People have forgotten how to be 
friendly and neighbourly.  

 

9.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

Air Pollution: 
 
PS said that around 50,000 people die prematurely from air pollution in the UK every year. Alternatives 
methods of transport need to be found to reduce this.  

 

10. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday January 9th 

Tuesday  March 13th 

Tuesday May  8th 





 
 
 

Proposed Speed Limits in Bluntisham 


